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Lesson 6: Your Story, My Story, Our Stories
Time required: One to two class periods, or more depending on whether students complete community research 
or oral history projects

To wind up your unit, ask students to compose their own stories of immigration and change or to tell the stories 
of family or community members. If they follow the hints in Handout 6, they can upload their stories to the We 
Are California website. In addition, you may find one of the following California Council for the Humanities 
curriculum guides useful for guiding your students’ work.

	 	� Biographical Narrative Writing: A Springboard for the Oral History Project (Grades 4–12)   
www.weareca.org/Resources/downloads/D_Biographical_Narrative.pdf  
Students research and write biographical narratives about significant people in their lives. 

	 	� Americanization and Success: Where Do You Stand? Writing a Controversial Issue Essay  
(Grades 7–12 intermediate, advanced and transitional English learners)  
www.weareca.org/Resources/downloads/E_Americanization_Success.pdf  
Students explore, research and respond to the statement: The more Americanized you are,  
the more successful you’ll be. 

	 	� Who and What Defines You? Making Choices in California (Grades 7–12)   
www.weareca.org/Resources/downloads/F_Making_Choices_California.pdf  
Students examine how living in California has shaped and defined them. 

	 	� Solving Problems to Make Our Dreams a Reality (Grades 7–12)   
www.weareca.org/Resources/downloads/G_Make_Our_Dreams_a_Reality.pdf  
Students explore problems in their schools and communities and use the essay form to  
propose solutions. 

	 	� Where Does My Family Fit in California? (Grades 9–12 advanced and transitional English learners)   
www.weareca.org/Resources/downloads/H_Does_My_Family_Fit.pdf  
English learners use Francisco Jimenez’s autobiography, “The Circuit” and other writings as a spring-
board for a U.C. Subject A–type essay on how their families fit in California.

	 	� “California Stories Uncovered” Conducting Oral History Interviews: A How-To Manual   
www.weareca.org/downloads/oral%20history%20manual.pdf 

www.weareca.org/Resources/downloads/D_Biographical_Narrative.pdf
www.weareca.org/Resources/downloads/E_Americanization_Success.pdf 
www.weareca.org/Resources/downloads/F_Making_Choices_California.pdf 
www.weareca.org/Resources/downloads/G_Make_Our_Dreams_a_Reality.pdf 
www.weareca.org/Resources/downloads/H_Does_My_Family_Fit.pdf 
www.weareca.org/downloads/oral%20history%20manual.pdf 


www.weareca.org

A “CALIFORNIA STORIES” PROJECT OF
THE CALIFORNIA COUNCIL FOR THE HUMANITIES 27

Handout 1:“We Are California” Relationships  
of Topics on the Website

Conquest and Colonization, 1540s–1830s
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1540s-1830s/overview_2.html

Featured    Group  personal  stories   bibli ograph   y or links 

Spanish Missionaries
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1540s-1830s/
spanish_missionaries.html

Fray Juan Crespi
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1540s-
1830s/stories/12

www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1540s-1830s/
bibliography.html

Russian Traders/Colonists
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1540s-1830s/
russian_traders.html

Ivan Kuskov
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1540s-
1830s/stories/1

www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1540s-1830s/
bibliography.html 

American Explorers/Fur Trappers
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1540s-1830s/
american_explorers.html

www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1540s-1830s/
bibliography.html

Clash of Cultures & the Discovery of Gold, 1820s–1850s
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1820s-1850s/overview_2.html

Featured    Group  personal  stories   bibli ograph   y or links 

Pioneer Families
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1820s-1850s/
pioneer_families.htm

Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1820s-
1850s/stories/1

www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1820s-1850s/
bibliography.htm

Forty-niners
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1820s-1850s/
argonauts.html

William Swain
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1820s-
1850s/stories/2

www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1820s-1850s/
bibliography.htm 

Chileans
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1820s-1850s/
chileans.html

Vicente Pérez Rosales
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1820s-
1850s/stories/3

www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1820s-1850s/
bibliography.htm

Mormons
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1820s-1850s/
mormons.html

Amasa Lyman
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1820s-
1850s/stories/16

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1820s-1850s/
bibliography.htm
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From Western Outpost to American State, 1850s–WWI
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1850s-WWI/overview_2.html

Featured    Group  personal  stories   bibli ograph   y or links 

Chinese
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1850s-WWI/
chinese.html

Norman Asing (also known as Sang Yuen)
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1850s-
WWI/stories/14

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1850s-WWI/
bibliography.html

Irish 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1850s-WWI/
irish.html

Denis Kearney
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1850s-
WWI/stories/19

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1850s-WWI/
bibliography.html

White Midwesterners/Easterners
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1850s-WWI/
white_midwesterners.html

Charles Frederick Holden
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1850s-
WWI/stories/15

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1850s-WWI/
bibliography.html

Italians
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1850s-WWI/
italians.html

Samuele Sebastiani
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1850s-
WWI/stories/124

Publications (nonfiction): 
Gloria Ricci Lothrop, ed. Fulfilling the Promise  
of California: An Anthology of Essays on the Italian 
American Experience in California (2000).
Frank Norris. “The Vineyards of the Italian- 
Swiss Colony at Asti” (1896). 
Thomas Pinney. A History of Wine in America  
from the Beginnings to Prohibition (1989).  
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1850s-WWI/
bibliography.html

The Great Internal Migrations, WW1–1940s
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/WWI-1940s/overview_2.html

Featured    Group  personal  stories   bibli ograph   y or links 

Filmmakers
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/WWI-1940s/
filmmakers.html

Charlie Chaplin
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/WWI-
1940s/stories/18

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/WWI-1940s/
bibliography.html

Dust Bowl Migrants
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/WWI-1940s/
okies.html

Frank and Myra Pipkin
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/WWI-
1940s/stories/17

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/WWI-1940s/
bibliography.html

Mexicans and Mexican-Americans
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/WWI-1940s/
mexicans.html

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/WWI-1940s/
bibliography.html

African-Americans
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/WWI-1940s/
african_americans.html

Matilda Foster
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/WWI-
1940s/stories/21

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/WWI-1940s/
bibliography.html

Filipinos
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/WWI-1940s/
filipinos.html

Manuel Braga
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/WWI-
1940s/stories/20

www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/WWI-1940s/
bibliography.html
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Immigration/Liberalization, 1940s–1960s
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-Present/overview_2.html

Featured    Group  personal  stories   bibli ograph   y or links 

Displaced Persons
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1940s-1960s/
displaced_persons.html

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1940s-1960s/
bibliography.html

Japanese-Americans
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1940s-1960s/
japanese_americans.html

Chiura Obata
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1940s-
1960s/stories/22

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1940s-1960s/
bibliography.html

Taiwanese
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1940s-1960s/
taiwanese.html

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1940s-1960s/
bibliography.html

California and the World System, 1960s–Present
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-Present/overview_2.html

Featured    Group  personal  stories   bibli ograph   y or links 

Gays and Lesbians
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-
Present/gay_men_lesbians.html

Pat Norman
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-
Present/stories/23
Harvey Milk
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-
Present/stories/42

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-Present/
bibliography.html

Vietnamese
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-
Present/vietnamese.html

Van Tran
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-
Present/stories/32

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-Present/
bibliography.html

Pakistanis
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-
Present/pakistanis.html

  
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-Present/
bibliography.html

Salvadorans
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-
Present/salvadorans.html

Jose Cartegena
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-
Present/stories/24

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-Present/
bibliography.html
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Retirees
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-
Present/retirees.html

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-Present/
bibliography.html

Punjabi Sikhs
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-
Present/punjabi_sikhs.html

Jasbir Singh Kang
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-
Present/stories/25

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-Present/
bibliography.html

Mexicans and the Chicano Movement
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-
Present/mexicans.html

 
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-Present/
bibliography.html

California Indians
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-
Present/california_indians.html
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bibliography.html
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www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-Present/california_indians.html
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-Present/bibliography.html
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/era/1960s-Present/bibliography.html
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Handout 2:Notes for Group Report

Why did this group come to California?	

“Pull” factors:		

 
“Push” factors:	

 

How did the immigration of this group affect  
the people who were already in California at  
the time?		

How did migration to California change the lives of 
this group’s people? What barriers to immigration 
did they face? What challenges did they face upon 
their arrival?

Evidence from the We Are California website or 
other sources

 
Evidence from the We Are California website  
or other sources

 
Evidence from the We Are California website or 
other sources

	

Student Names

Immigrant Group
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Handout 3:Analyzing Oral Histories
Adapted from “Making Sense of Oral History,” www.historymatters.gmu.edu/mse/oral/summary.html

 

Student Names

Date of Interview

Name of Interviewer

Name of Narrator (Interviewee)

1. �Who is the narrator of the history? (Who is telling the story?) 
What sort of character does the narrator become in the interview? What influences—personal, cultural, 
social—might shape the way the narrator expresses himself or herself? Is the language formal, simple,  
or unusual in any way? Can you trust the narrator?

2. �If possible, also try to determine who the interviewer is. 
How do the interviewer’s questions shape the story that the narrator tells? What effect might the interviewer’s 
social identity and position have on the narrator? Can you trust the interviewer?

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/mse/oral/summary.html
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(Handout 3: Analyzing Oral Histories, p. 2)
 
3. �What has been said in the interview?  

What’s the plot of the story? What events occur? What metaphors, images or anecdotes does the narrator 
use to encapsulate experience? What can the structure of the story and the word choice tell us about how the 
narrator thinks about his or her experience? What moods or attitudes does he or she express? How does the 
narrator’s account jibe with other sources, other interviews? How can you explain any discrepancies? 

4. �For what purpose has this interview been conducted, and what are its circumstances?  
How might the purpose have shaped the content, perspective, and tone of the interview?  
What effect might the location of the interview have had on what was said in the interview? 
Do you know the mental and physical health of the narrator and interviewer?  
What effect might these have had on the interview?
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Handout 4:Analyzing Photographs
 

Who took the photograph?

Date

Location

1. Describe the action or the subject of the photograph. 

2. �Divide the photograph into quadrants and make a list of objects pictured in each quadrant.  
Examine the background, people or objects carefully. What details in the photograph yield the most 
significant information? 

 

3. What conclusions can you draw from the photograph about its subject? What story does the photograph tell? 
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(Handout 4: Analyzing Photographs, p. 2)

4. �Why did the photographer take this picture? Who was the intended audience? If the photographer had 
changed something about the photo (its framing or angle, for instance) how would the story that the 
photograph tells also change? 

5. What questions do you have about this photograph? 
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Handout 5:Art Analysis Worksheet
 

Names

Date

Artist or creator of the work

Title										          Date

Describe
Look carefully at the artwork. List and describe all the objects, colors, spaces, lines, shapes, and textures.  

Analyze
Find examples of repetition, rhythm, and color schemes, etc. How has the artist composed the image?  
How do the figures relate to each other (for instance, are some larger than others)? 
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(Handout 5: Art Analysis Worksheet, p. 2)

Interpret
Why did the artist create this work? What story does the artwork tell?

Evaluate
How does the work communicate ideas or emotions? Write about your response to the artwork (for instance, 
does it remind you of something in your own experience)?

Conclude
What have you discovered about immigration or about the lives of immigrants during this historical period from 
looking at this work of art?
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Handout 6: You Are California
Helpful hints for contributing your story to the We Are California website. 

1. �Write and edit your story in a word processing program before submitting it.  
Make sure that your story is no longer than 1,000 words.

2. Check spelling, capitalization, punctuation and grammar.  

3. �While writing your story, think about some of the following questions to ask yourself, or to ask the person 
whose story you are telling:  

	 Why did you come to California? 

	 How has California affected your life? 

	 How would your life be different if you were in some other place?

4. �Remember that drama will add interest to your story. You can add drama to your story by describing relation-
ships among people, or by telling us about people’s surprises, challenges, successes or disappointments.

5. Make sure your story has a beginning, a middle and an end.  

6. If you are not contributing text, please refer to hints 3, 4 and 5 for creating your audio or video story.

7. �Upload your story to the We Are California website, beginning at  
www.weareca.org/index.php/en/story/how_to_create.htm

If you follow these hints we can approve your story quickly. When we accept your story and  
post it on the website, we will send you an e-mail to let you know!

www.weareca.org/index.php/en/story/how_to_create.htm

